To Anyone Who Reads Letters in Archery U.K.

As the Treasurer of the Northern Counties Archery Society (NCAS) I wish to comment on the changes that are taking place regarding the subscription processes of the Society.

By now most clubs will have sent in their affiliation fees and volunteer secretaries and treasurers will have discovered the various problems of the new, albeit temporary, arrangements for this year.

However, what worries me more than anything is what is to follow this interim arrangement, namely with regard to the regional rebates. According to the letter received by secretaries these are to ‘continue at their current levels for this coming year and will be reviewed in the future’.

For those of you who are unaware of the regional rebates they work like this. For every affiliation fee that is sent to the GNAS, 5% is given to the Region as a rebate. I have already queried what exactly might happen about this and have been told that the Regions only get the rebate because they collect the fees on the GNAS’s behalf and when this stops being the case we won’t deserve the rebate.

So what does this mean in real terms?

At the moment NCAS’s rebate amounts to around £7,500 which, when added to the actual Regional affiliation fees, means that we have around £15,000 to work with in a year. All this money is ploughed back into Archery in one form or another. This goes back regionally, not only to run the Region, but to support local Championship Tournaments, Coaches and Judges, and local archers who are selected to shoot for their country.  It also pays nationally towards the English Archery Federation and we have also supported the World Field & Junior European Championships with donations in the past. 

Should the 5% rebate be taken away from us it will mean that the £7,500 that it generates will have to be raised from other sources which will simply mean increasing members’ Regional fees.

This amounts to an added TAX on many who already put an enormous amount of work into archery.  They already run clubs most of which are improving all the time, helping to increase the numbers of people joining the Society i.e. generating the fees that the GNAS rely on. To satisfy the call for volunteers is difficult enough at the moment but if this isn’t considered seriously there is every chance that those willing to help will eventually be driven away and the gap which is becoming ever larger between the Members and the Board will become a gulf that will never be crossed.

I would ask those who keep insisting that we change the Society to take a good hard look at what they are doing, or one day the work of 150 years will have been in vain as there will be no-one left to celebrate 151 years.

Yours

Mike Shepherd

Treasurer, Northern Counties Archery Society.
